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Erosion zone will show problem 
  

Napier City Council will soon announce the latest Coastal Erosion Zone 

which will drastically increase the number of Westshore properties 

affected by erosion. The seventh version adopted in 2008 included 14 

homes in Whakarire Ave due to the council failing to maintain shoreline 

rock protection. This eighth version now includes 341 homes.  

Finally, Napier ratepayers will see what happens when city leaders sit 

back and allow an obvious problem to get worse. Two coastal experts now 

agree the port shipping channel traps sand that would otherwise replenish 

Westshore Beach. The consequences for neglecting this man-made 

erosion and refusing to consider proven durable solutions has ruined the 

once popular Westshore Beach but the worst is about to be revealed.  

Consultants have calculated 62 Westshore properties with a 

government value of $49.3 million will be exposed to erosion by 2120 and 

a further 89 homes with a value of $44.2 million will be without road 

access and services. The current council can take full responsibility for the 

loss of private property valued at $93.5 million which this year paid rates 

totalling $485,275.79. These properties now have limited resale other 

than the value to occupy until the council solution completely fails.  

A fair and equitable outcome would be an immediate 58 per cent 

reduction to rates, as applied to Whakarire Ave, until protection is 

restored. Alternatively, full compensation of $94 million plus expenses so 

council rightfully owns the assets and the liability. The last option is a 

class action against the council for failing their obligations to protect land 

with the Port of Napier as second respondent and culpable party.  

Many homeowners are aware their property was high and dry and well 

back from the shoreline, as shown on many maps between 1855 and 

1909. Several properties now in the “red zone” were well over 200m from 

the high tide mark. Records show these properties survived massive 

storm seas before being uplifted a further 1.8m to 2.0m by the 1931 

earthquake. These people will find it hard to accept a mere 1.0m sea level 

rise will be responsible for losing the family home. Central government 

requires councils to have a strategy based on predictions for the impact of 

climate change.  



 

 

 

Sea level rise by 2120 has been calculated between 0.6m and 1.5m so 

the median of 1.0m was adopted by the strategy committee. Also, the 

new zone only accounted for pre-existing erosion because they do not 

accept man-made erosion exists.  

Experts also calculated 50m of land beyond the vegetation line is 

defined as “very certain” for erosion and 220m is defined as 

“exceptionally unlikely”. The science and engineering is universally 

accepted so disputing the conclusions is pointless. Just like all previous 

erosion zones, restrictions will be recorded on land titles. Ten homes 

valued at $9.1 million are included in the “red zone” with a 66 per cent 

probability of loss by erosion by 2065. All properties within the red and 

blue zones can expect limited insurance cover and reviews of mortgage 

security.  

The new Coastal Erosion Zone is based on beach nourishment 

continuing as the long-term solution as adopted by the council’s Ten Year 

Plan. Details on the regional council website show all Westshore 

properties at risk with ratings of 1 per cent, 5 per cent, 33 per cent and 

66 per cent probability. The only beach where private property is affected 

by the highest 66 per cent probability for erosion is at Westshore. This 

rating is classified as “likely” and “will probably happen”.  

People who live near the coast accept natural erosion and most 

residents living near an estuary or river mouth expect to have issues 

when and if sea levels rise. Erosion problems should not be expected on 

shingle spits which by nature evolve from a constant state of accretion 

and continue to grow seaward by natural coastal processes unless the 

supply of replenishment is interrupted, as is the case at Westshore.  

A highly respected town planner wrote “If you draw a red line around 

an area and say it’s unsustainable it becomes unsustainable and freezes 

in the very blight it is supposed to resolve”. It seems the “just in case” 

erosion zone with a 1 per cent probability, rated as “highly unlikely” and 

expected to affect 341 Westshore properties, is between scaremongering 

and bureaucratic pessimism. 

  

Go to: coastal hazard mapping at www.hbhazards.co.nz  

 


